








Water Evaporation Systems

Water evaporation systems, which work in 
compliance with EPA regulations, are being 
studied as a potential way to reduce the amount of 
flowback and produced water being injected into 
saltwater disposal wells. Using the natural process 
of evaporation, Intevras’ EVRAS* system filters the 
water and then uses the heat generated by natural 
gas compressor stations — an energy source 
that would typically be wasted —  to evaporate  
a portion of it. Once evaporated, the clean water 
vapor is released into the atmosphere where it  
will naturally return to the earth as rain. Early 
estimates indicate that approximately 1,200 
barrels of fresh water can be evaporated out of 
3,000 barrels of concentrated saltwater, resulting 
in fewer barrels to be injected. 

*IntevrasTM Technologies, LLC, www.intevras.com
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This EVRAS system has the ability to evaporate a portion of the 
produced water from natural gas drilling, reducing the amount 
of water needing to be injected into saltwater disposal wells.

What the Experts Are  
Saying About Saltwater  

Disposal

Across the board, support for saltwater disposal 
wells from industry experts is virtually unanimous. 
Experts ranging from the EPA and RRC to 
groundwater protection groups and federal and 
consumer organizations are saying similar things. 
The safety precautions and monitoring that go 
into each well make saltwater disposal a viable 
solution for the natural gas process. 

“When wells are properly sited, constructed and 

operated, underground injection is an effective and 

environmentally safe method to dispose of wastes.”

—Environmental Protection Agency 

“There are no known instances of ongoing 

groundwater contamination as a result of saltwater 

disposal activities in the Barnett Shale play.” 

—Railroad Commission of Texas 
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You can find detailed information about saltwater 
disposal wells, their safety, and how they are 
monitored in Texas by contacting the following 
organizations:

Railroad Commission of Texas 

www.rrc.state.tx.us 

877-228-5740 

U.S. Department of Transportation

www.dot.gov

202-366-4000 

U.S. Department of Energy

www.eia.doe.gov 

202-586-8800

Environmental Protection Agency

www.epa.gov

Clean Air Technology Hotline 

919-541-0800

National Response Center Hotline

800-424-8802

Natural Gas Regulations

www.naturalgas.org

202-326-9300

Code of Federal Regulations

ecfr.gpoaccess.gov

U.S. Government Printing Office 

202-512-0000

Intevras

www.intevras.com/evras

512-538-2668

Chesapeake Energy Corporation

www.AskChesapeake.com

www.chk.com

817-502-5000

Want to Know More?
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Chesapeake is committed to being a good 
steward of the environment while producing the 
energy that our country needs.  Not only do our 
operations exceed federal and state regulations, 
but we continue to partner with environmental 
groups that are making great strides in improving 
our environment. 

Natural gas production has many checks and 
balances to make sure that our drinking water is 
protected in the Barnett Shale. The EPA oversees 
the numerous safety precautions set forth by 
the Federal Safe Drinking Water Act, including 
those regulating Underground Injection Control. 
The EPA has delegated the regulation of Class 
II disposal wells and their construction to 
the Railroad Commission of Texas. The Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality also 
monitors drilling operations to make sure citizens’ 
health and safety are protected. With these safety 
measures in place, drinking water remains a 
carefully protected natural resource. 

Environmentally safe saltwater disposal is 
critical for the development of natural gas, and 
Chesapeake maintains the highest and most 
stringent safety standards in the industry to 
ensure our operations protect the future of clean 
water in North Texas. We are committed to being 
good neighbors, while delivering clean-burning 
natural gas to power our nation and fuel our  
local economy. 

Good Steward of the  
Environment

Together, we all win. 
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Ask .com

AskChesapeake@chk.com
Chesapeake Energy Corporation | Barnett Shale Division

100 Energy Way, Fort Worth, TX 76102  817-502-5000
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